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thereupon did not say what it occurred t
i . 0 me to sa .
?;1;2 ivggrldwrzz Izv:gi mlfght be closed instead of oer’x f:)or fﬁ:rdlee;;f?;r: ten in the Piraeus—both of these groups were to administer the market
The purpose }.11'1g orward. and the usual civic affairs—and .thlrty came into power as supreme
dering me b}? cavi OW}?"er, of all that I have said is this. Stop slan- rulers 'of the whole state. Some of these hap}_)ened to be relatives and
4 Greek iti ying that I prevented you from planting settlers i acquaintances of mine, who accordingly invited me forthwith to join d
cities that barbarians had destroyed ng settlers in them, assuming my fitness for the task. No wonder that, young as I
burdens of the Syracusans by transfor?n’ » and from lightening the was, I cherished th}; belief that the would lead the cit from an un-
tyranny to kingship. In the first place th 10€ your government from 'ust,life as it were, to habits of 'ust}ilce and ‘manage it ’yas they put it
me that you could tell to my discredit erec;sfno Lie less appropriate to ?so that I,was intens:el interested] to see what wouldgconr’le of it P ’
tion to what I have said, if there were and further, I could, in addi- Of course I sawyin a short time that these men made t};e former
tirétezlritlﬁ?ilg,jg:mhdeven clearer evideirgv:}?:rrlet}t:i)sbt;:f ftn waagcinvlvlile(; government look in comparison like an age of gold. Among other
. an ou w JET s . .
is not difficult to put it };lown }:g l‘;‘;zrcek L;lelgl\l:/l}%%et?h:.:tt.hm any rate it ts};:;luglil tl?:rydls}?rtl)fa irslhzllflzgytomszr;vf:; I;aflt: th:tj;;e;llinoifrlﬁgeﬁxgoii e
e IST;erl';igsfaglese Ic)llans would have been the best thing foxe* ;gﬁo?ophtsﬁl' company with others, against one of the citizens to fetch him forcibly
: s, and for all the other Sicilian Greeks. Well, sir, if y 5 e to be executed. Their purpose was to connect Socrates with their gov- 325
:}?}’mg what you said, I have my requital. If };ou Zd}iﬁ’ .lf you degy ernment, whether he wished or not. He refused and risked any con-
ereupon conclude that Stesichorus was wise, imi it 1t, you f”lu sequences rather than become their partner in wicked deeds. When I
and shift your position from the false to the trL,lgrsI,]tlotf;e his recantation, observed all this—and some other similar matters of impgrtance——l
’ withdrew in disgust from the abuses of those days. Not long after
came the fall of the Thirty and of their whole system of government.
LETTER VII Once more, less hastily this time, but surely, I was moved by the
desire to take part in public life and in politics. To be sure, in those b
days too, full of disturbance as they were, there were many things oc-
curring to cause offense, nor is it surprising that in time of revolution
men in some cases took undue revenge on their enemies. Yet for all
that the restored exiles displayed great moderation. As it chanced,

323e
To THE FRIENDS AND COMPANIONS OF DION Prosperity

In you i
ons arz : }fele;;f; you ngeci’ me to believe that your political convic-
¢ as Dion’s were, and in this connection you ex-

32¢ h

lv;:)rted me to lend your cause such aid as I can by acti b however, some of those control brought =g ¥ e o g,

rezﬂre;iy 131 that I will %id your cause if your zriewsoralr:)cf yZ;rp ixeifxlll. mine, Socrates, whom I have mentioned, a most sacrilegious charge,

really are the same as Dion’; if they differ from his, [ will take time hich he least of all men deserved. They put him on trial for Impiety o
out it. But what was Dion’s policy, and whét were his airlnsg and the peopie condemned and put {0 ¢e2'2 e T e hore el

To that i i ; i . ir fri '
question I think I could give an answer based not on conjec- to take part in the wicked arrest of one of their friends, whose exile

ture bu inci wi i i '
t on sure knowledge. For when I first came to S — had coincided with the'r avh exile and mis oo a
yracuse—]I Now as I considered these matters, as well as the sort of men

never departed : who were active in politics, and the laws and the customs, the more I
the gui dfnzeeo fftli?ni). He believed in liberty for the Syracusans under examined them and the more 1 advanced in years, the harder it ap-

- € best system of 1 j ini vernm . e thi
cumpeised 1 Hipparinus 130 were 10 be divimern 1ot 1o ths e s B e aome without Fiends e mpamions, and 4
clusur)rr;.l and to come to agree with Dion’s politieca?]l ci;letc:lo the same con- such men were not easy to find ready at hand, since our city w:as no
hear. & Ifdoflgl'n of this creed is a tale that young and old may well longer administered according to the standards and practices of our
mom’e ¥ will try to tell you the story from the beginnin le)r tfx fathers. Neither could such men be created afresh with any facility.
mo nt is opportune. Once upon a time in my youth I cherigS:hed hke Furthermore the written law and the customs were being corrupted at

ny another the hope of entering upon a political ¢ an astounding rate. The result was that I, who had at first been full of
¢ came of age. It fell out, moreover, that poligcal career as s00n as I eagerness forba public career, as I gazed upon the whirlpool of public e
ing course. There were many who heaped abuse%ve?}:s ;00]( thf follow- life and saw the incessant movement of shifting currents, at last felt
me Iy n the form of go - . : . ; o .
nt then prevailing, and a revolution occurred. In this rev%lfo(ﬁl dizzy, and, while I did not cease to consider means of improving this

fifty- ! A . : Lo
y-one men set themselves up as a government, eleven in the cit particular situation and indeed of reforming the whole constitution, 326
¥ yet, in regard to action, I kept waiting for favorable moments, and

was fom”
b paﬂnatlx):foﬁsrty }c’iea}.]rs old—Dlops age was the same as that of Hip-
, and he at that time arrived at a conclusion that I?e
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the life he led until the death of Dionysius vexed

finally saw clearly in regard to all states now existing that without ex- ¢ e he 1t i the death of tonysus vexed

ception their system of government is bad. Their constitutions are
almost beyond redemption except through some miraculous plan ac-
companied by good luck. Hence I was forced to say in praise of the

On that account
gsomewhat those wh

. ne
wont;&fter that he felt in his heart that he would not always be alo

i the guidance of
i i i i e had arrived at under
correct philosophy that it affords a vantage point from which we can in holding this beht;f, ?l}:;C:a}v:r P g In B e to0, m0 rpany,'bllllt .
discern in all cases what is just for communities and for individuals, right reasoning. In fac he saw it gowbng o s top, ot many. ©
and that accordingly the human race will not see better days until at any rate in some, an

i £ the gods.
ugh the co-operation of
b either the stock of those who rightly and genuinely follow philosophy perhaps bgcome one ofbtht(a)sltlel et}slf_l(():hga e fox: of o an%f;ﬁ
acquire political authority, or else the class who have political con- Moreover, if he were to e%vould uch a one,thexex & x bim anc
trol be led by some dispensation of providence to become real philoso- the rest of the Syracusans

i ly necessary
o calculation blessed. Furthermore he iglt)ﬁ: tt(())ll;g ;l;sk?gltg iyn ol
. : :
This conviction I held when I reached Italy and Sicily on my first that I come to Syracuse aag 19.0(})}1; ;z g e eperation and I‘nutual X d
visit. Upon my arrival, moreover, I found myself utterly at odds He remember'ed how reg li¥e ¢ had by e htest on best Duted %f_
with the sort of life that is there termed a happy one, a life taken up tercourse arrive data ets e o lite the olest and best o I 2
with Italian and Syracusan banquets, an existence that consists in fill- cordingly, he Were 1OW t0

f ’ gr

same resu : . hter or such misfortunes as
ing in all the practices attendant on that way of living. In such an of creating, without blood}slhed o:nS(liaggnume way of living through-
environment no man under heaven, brought up in self-indulgence, have actually occurred, a happy sed
could ever grow to be wise. So marvelous a temperament as that is not out the land. 4 rightly come to this conclusion, persuade
in nature. That a man should grow up sober-minded would also be Dion, when he had rigntly

e 1]11115 1f 11} y

Diony i fore certain others fell in with e
about the other qualities that go to make up excellence of character. means to come as S00T as Ilos:l‘l’)vl:;, 2? life other than the best. Here is
Neither can a city be free from unrest under any laws, be those laws Dionysius and diverted him .gther long to repeat. i

4 what they may, while its citizens think fit to spend everything on ex- Dion’s message, even .lf 1t 1Sfrcircumstances,’ said he, ‘more Prormsmg
cesses, meanwhile making it a rule, however, to avoid all industry “What comb.matlon' 0 ment offered us by 2 sort of miracle, axe
except such as is devoted to banquets and drinking bouts and painstak- than that which is at this mo

ing attention to the gratification of lust. It is inevitable that in such
cities there should be an unending succession of governments—tyr-
anny, oligarchy, democracy—one after another, while the very name

7 e govern- 328
it for? Then he mentioned Italy and Sicily undertonDignySius
we to wait fo influential position in that government, ¢ Uhiloso-
meri:’g Zrlfd gn%rested emphasizing his situatignvirsl :gngrigreg might
ou - y is own nephe
of just and equal government is anathema to those in control. %hy and education. Furt}ﬁerg:)?;le.iﬁ;s :rr(,i thepWay of life that I always
Now holding this conviction in addition to the former, I traveled readily be won over to the st the persons to help win over Dlonysll-;ls- :

e on to Syracuse. Perhaps it was chance, but certainly it looks as if a preach, and they w?ulq bﬁlu‘wﬂ} be realized any hope there is that t et
higher power was at that time contriving to lay a foundation for the ‘Now, if ever, then, said he, man both philosopher and ruler of a grea
recent events in which Dion and the city of Syracuse were concerned, world will ever see the same
for more too, I fear, unless you now follow the advice I am giving you city”

327 the second time. But what can I mean when I say that my visit to
Syracuse at that time was the beginning of everything? In my inter-
course at that time with the young Dion, as I set before him in theory
my ideals for mankind and advised him to make them effective in

i b
he used and a great many more like Itlh;:;l.cg:efgxff
i
isi a I feared the outcome '
O e, for ) g ha?lave sudden impulses and often quite

en : it
o z,roaudlilcggtg;%n?sr }(:)??hgelgther hand I knew that Dion had natura y
con .

" Such arguments

i Hence as I
w reached middle age.
practice, I seem to have been unaware that I was in a way contriving, a solid character an d tlréat 11112 3}2 3 Illoshould red midale age. e “éhgfalt
all unknown to myself, a future downfall of tyranny. At any rate Dion, considered and ‘ debate wheless Prevaﬂed hearken and g0, 0
who was very quick of apprehension and especially so in regard to my ’ o 14 do. the view e ert

instruction on this occasion, responded to it more keenly and more

ttempt to realize my ideals in regard to laws ¢
b enthusiastically than any other young man I ever met, and resolved to

ince
I anyoe et 1 oy s the time for the trial. If I were to convinc

and oy e sl sure complete success.
live for the remainder of his life differently from most of the Greeks but one man, that in itsel t:(;’:’;; :ii ‘1 gfsl e complets suc 5o, e
in Italy and Sicily, holding virtue dearer than pleasure or than luxury. ] Such were the consi
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to leave home on this journey. I was not guided by the motives that
some men attributed to me, but chiefly by a concern for my own self-
respect. I feared to see myself at last altogether nothing but words,
so to speak—a man who would never willingly lay hand to any con-
crete task, for I should practically have been guilty of disloyalty—in
the first place to the ties of hospitality and friendship that bound me
to Dion. He was really exposed to considerable danger. Suppose some-
thing were to happen to him, or suppose he were expelled by Dio-
nysius and his other enemies, and were to come to me an exile and to
question me, saying, ‘Plato, I have come to you an exile not for want
of soldiers or of horsemen to defend myself against my foes, but for
lack of the arguments and the eloquence that I knew you, more than
others, could wield to turn the minds of young men to virtue and jus-
tice so as to establish in all cases mutual friendship and alliance. Be-
cause you failed to supply me with these, I have left Syracuse and here
I am. Your treatment of me, however, is not the most disgraceful part
of your conduct. Surely on this occasion you have, so far as in you lay,
proved traitor, not to me only, but also to philosophy, whose praises
you are always singing and of whom you say that the rest of man-
kind treat her ignobly. Moreover, if I had chanced to be living in Me-
gara, you would certainly have come to support me in the cause to
which I summoned you, or else you would think yourself the very
meanest of men. As the situation is, do you suppose you will ever
escape the charge of cowardice by pleading the distance to be traveled,
the long voyage, and the great hardships? Not by a great deal’

To these accusations what plausible reply could I make? None is
possible.

So I went, thereby following reason and justice as closely as is
humanly possible. For such reasons as I have described, I forsook my
own pursuits, and they were not undistinguished, to come under a tyz-
anny, a form of government seemingly inconsistent with my doctrines
and my character. In doing so I cleared myself in the sight of Zeus
Xenios and left no ground of complaint to the cause of philosophy,
which would have suffered reproach if I had turned weakling and had
by refusing to play a man’s part brought disgrace upon myself. When
I arrived, for I must be brief, I found the whole environment of Dio-
nysius seething with cabals and with malicious reports to the govern-
ment about Dion. I took his part as best I could, but I could do little,
and in about the fourth month, on the ground that Dion was plotting
against the government, Dionysius put him aboard a small boat and ex-
pelled him dishonorably. Thereupon all of us who were friends of Dion
were in terror lest Dionysius should accuse and punish someone else
for complicity in Dion’s plot. As for me a rumor actually got abroad in
Syracuse to the effect that I had been executed by Dionysius because I
was responsible for the whole course of events.

When Dionysius saw that we were all in this state, he was afraid
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ars might result in something worse, and set about winning
glsa;ﬁ%irz by a s%ow of cordiality. Incidentally he was active in cortx-
soling me, bidding me feel no anxiety anq begging me l?y all 'm;arfxrs o
remain. There really was no honor for him in my taking flight 0111n
him, but rather in my remaining, which explains the great pret}e;nse e
made of requesting it. The requests of tyrants we are awared ave d1n
them something of compulsion. So to gain his end he prevente mg' e
parture. He took me to the citadel and planted me in a place from
which there was no longer any possibility of a shipmaster accepting
me as a passenger, unless Dionysius not m'erely took no steps to p}‘f};
vent it, but unless he actually dispatched himself the messenger mﬂi
orders to accept me. Otherwise neither merchant nor embarkation offi-
cial would have permitted me to set forth alone,‘but vyould at qzﬁe
have arrested me and have taken me back to Dionysius, gspec? thy
since the news had now at last been spread, just the opposite of the
former report, that Dionysius was marvelously fond of Plato}.) 4 H
What was the situation, though? For the t1:uth must be tg . he
did indeed grow more and more to like me as time passed and as 3
learned to know my life and character, but he waqted me to pcixlfflxpend
him more than Dion, to think him rather tha'n' Dion a specia dn}clan .
In fact his ambition in this respect was surprising. He shunned, é)v:;
ever, the best method of attaining his object, _1f it could fbe‘attame Lt
all—that is, of course, by receiving instruction aqd heam&g drine. 12
course on philosophy, to become my intimate fnqnd and htsc11p;1 e:
The reports circulated by our enemies made him afraid he mig Isg e
how be entangled and so Dion have accomphshe;d his dgmﬁn. , ho "
ever, waited patiently through it all and bore in min the cv)vr;guﬁe-
purpose of my visit, namely, the hope that he m1‘ght in some azn o
come enamored of the philosophical life, but his resistance ¢
the dlil};w the time I devoted to my first visit to Sicily and t}(l) my stag
there was the result of all these causes. _Aft_erward I left on}ema;xst
visited Sicily once more at the urgent }nwtat1on of D10111ydsi1(111s. st
explain later why I went the second time and that all 3 I}Y: e
sonable and right, for the benefit of dtho:e v&;}:)c;du:g?;; ::a 1:(1; ! dzah'ng
by coing. First, however, in order to avo '
%vaiit?l sthg)ndfry matters as if they were of'pnma.ry 1mportantce,1§ ;;1:?;
advise you as to your proper conduct in view of recent events.
a e' . . 3
my mglslse vgvho advises a sick man, living ix} a way to 1n;|urte?h;‘:;1 (111??1:1}11(;
must first effect a reform in his way of living, must he_ I;loh' d I e
atient consents to such a reform, then hg: may ad;ngms. 1mld  other
points? If, however, the patiex;lt refgsest, 1lrier:g :12212? ;fi ‘v’vl;)ll; < oncha
act of a real man and a good physician to e i
1an—the act of a poltroon and a quack on the other han L
Lni?r? fugzl}fer on thosz terms. The same thing holds in the case of a city,
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yvhether it have one master or many. If a government that proceeds from private life and poverty to the height of power and affluence.
in orglerly fashion along the right course, seeks advice about its advan- None of them was he able to develop by the influence of eloquence or
tage in some matter, it would be the act of an intelligent man to give instruction or benefactions or kinship, so that he could trust him as &

e advice to such a community. In the case, however, of those who are partner in the government, and in this he was seven times inferior to
altogether astray from the path of right government, and will by no Darius. For Darius trusted those who were not brothers anq had not
means consent to go on the track of it, who on the other hand give been brought up by him, who had only been his associates in the as-

331 notice to their adviser to keep his hands off the constitution under sault on the Mede and the eunuch, and distributed among them b
penalty of death if he disobeys, and order him to cater to their wishes seven provinces, each larger than the whole of Sicily. In these men
and desires by pointing out the easiest and quickest method of attain- moreover he found faithful allies who neither attacked him nor each
ing them permanently, in that case I should think the adviser who con- other, and in his career we see an ideal example of the character
sented to such conditions a poltroon—the one who refused, a real which the statesman and the good king must display, for the laws
man. which he framed have been the preservation of the kingdom of Persia

_ This being my firm conviction, whenever anyone asks my ad- even up to now. Take again the Athenians, who, though they were not
vice about any of the most important concerns of his life, such as the themselves the founders, took over many Greek cities that had been -

b acquisition of wealth, or the proper regime for body or soul, then, in vaded by the barbarians but were sill inhabited. Nevertheless ey
case I think that his daily life is fairly well regulated, or that when 1 maintained their empire for seventy years, because they possessed in ¢
give him advice on the matter about which he consults me, he will con- the various cities men who were their friends. Dionysius, however,
sent to follow it, under these circumstances I do counsel him with all who brought together all Sicily into one city because in his w1s§0m he
my heart and do not stop at a mere formal compliance. If, however, he trusted no one, all but met with disaster. He was in want of tried and
either does not ask my advice at all, or shows plainly that there is not true friends, and there is no surer sign of a man’s moral character than
the least likelihood of his taking the advice I give him, to such a man this. whether he is or is not destitute of such friends.

I do not go self-invited with advice. Constraint I will not use, even " So Dion and I gave Dionysius this advice. Since he had been
though it be my own son. A slave I would advise and constrain ’too if treated by his father as he had, and so had had 10 e e 9f efiu-

¢ he refused to obey. Father or mother I think it sinful to constrain ' cation or of suitable instruction, he must in the first place bestir him- d
unless they are suffering from mental derangement. As long as the): self to obtain them. After that, in the second place, he must win to
are leading a consistent life that suits them, though it does not me, I friendship with himself and to mnoral harmony others from among his
would neither estrange them by useless admonitions, nor on the kinsmen and companions, but especially must he become such 2 one
other hand would I play the subservient flatterer and provide them himself, for in this quality he had shown himself remarkably 'de-
means to satisfy desires that I myself had rather die than be addicted ficient. We did not put it s0 plainly—that was not safe—but we veiled
to. The same policy should also be a rule of life for the wise man in our meaning and constantly argued that anyone who takes this course

d dealing with his city. If he thinks that the constitution of his city is im- will be prosperous himself and will cause the people whom he rules
perfect, he should say so, unless such action will either be useless or to prosper, and that on the other hand any other course will have just
will lead to his own death, but he must not apply force to his father- : the opposite result. When he had progressed in the way we mapped e

land by revolutionary methods. When it is impossible to make the con- out, and had developed in himself an intelligent and constant char-
stitution perfect except by sentencing men to exile and death, he must actt;r, he might recolonize the deserted cities of Sicily and so umnite
refrain from action and pray for the best for himself and for his city. them by laws and institutions that they would be a resource to him an(di

In this same fashion I will advise you, just as Dion and I used to to each other for meeting the attacks of the barbar;ans.?hus he would
advise Dionysius. We advised him, in the first place, to lead the sort of not merely double the size of the empire he had inherited, but wc?u%ld >

e life day by day that would be most conducive to self-control and really multiply it many times. For if this plan were realized, he mig ;

would enable him to win loyal friends and companions. Thus he would readily reduce the Carthaginians to greater subjection than that ©

avoid the plight of his father, who, when he had come into possession Gelon’s time, in contrast to his father, who had lately consent}:;ed. to
of many large cities of Sicily that the barbarians had devastated, was pay tribute to the barbarians. Such were our words and our exhorta-
unable to resettle them and to set up in each a trustworthy govern- tions when we were supposedly plotting against Dionysius, af:corfh'ng
ment composed of his friends. For such a service he could trust neither to the tales which flowed from many sources and which, prevailing

with Dionysius, brought about Dion’s expulsion and threw us into a
state of terror.

those unconnected with him, no matter what their origin, nor even
332 the younger brothers whom he had brought up himself and had raised
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b To complete the story of the great events that happened in a brief liberal training, in which alone a man endowed with intelligence
space, Dion returned from the Peloponnesus and from Athens and must put conﬁdence‘ rather than in kinship of soul or body. Hence
tg}? ve Dionysius a practical lesson. When, however, he had twice freed the city does not deserve to suffer reproach because of the slayers of
D'elr city and restored it to them, the Syracusans then reacted toward Dion, as if they had ever been men of any importance. rriond c

ion in exactly the same way as Dionysius had. For when Dion un- 'All that | have been saying is intended as advice for the friends
oty of e'ducate him and train him, that he might become a kin and relatives of Dion, but I have now a special communication to gdd,
worthy of his office, and planned on such terms to be his ally throughg- as I give the same counsel and the same discourse now the third time
out life, Dionysius hearkened to the calumniators who declared that to you my third audience. Let not Sicily nor any city anywhere be sub-

° everyihing that Dion did at that time was part of a plot against the 'ec};: to human masters—such is my doctrine—but to laws. Subjection
government. His plan, they said, was that Dionysius, when his in- is bad both for masters and for subjects, for themselves, for their d
tﬁlhgence had yielded to the spell of education, should lose interest in children’s children, and for all their posterity. The attempt to ens?aveé
the government and should put it in Dion’s hands. Dion would then others is altogether disastrous, and greed for such plunder is a tra}llt. 0
usurp the throne, and expel him from his domain by fraud. Such re- mean-souled and shortsighted characters—men who know nothing
ports carried the day then, and so they did again a second time, when of what is good or what is just, here or hereafter, in God’s sight or in
o the viotary e b S oo, gy oSt monstrous and disgrace- man’s. Of this truth attempted first to convince Dion, secgndly Di-
o thlslvictlory was for those responsible. : onysitis and now the third time you. Be then convinced of it for the

aiuation what it wa those who urge me i ’ ves the third time.

d present .s1t1,1ation what it was that happene%:l. I amt %;i?faaﬁaﬁielgi;gé sake %fezgﬂiagih:lssgbz the example of Dionysius and Dion, for O,f those
I'v&"as' Dion’s friend and ally, and I went to the tyrant to effect a recon- two the one who would not be convinced is now leading an ignoble e
ciliation between them. In my struggle with the calumniators I was life, while he that was convinced has met a noble death. For v'vhen a
defeated. When Dionysius, however, tried to persuade me with hon- /man makes the highest ideals his aim for himself and for his city and
ors and gifts of money to lend him the support of my testimony and accepts the consequences, in his fate there is nothing amiss or ignoble.
my friendship to give color to the expulsion of Dion, he failedycom- Nong of us is born immortal, nor would being so bring happiness, as
pletely. Now, after this, Dion on his return to his native land enlisted most people think. Nothing good or evil worth considering befalls that

e in his company two men who were brothers and like me came from which has no soul. Only to 2 soul either in the body or separated 335
B B D D e s s Dot based on pht from it can good or evil occur. We must at all times give our unfeigned
losophy but on such social activities as are current among mos? of assent to the ancient and holy doctrines which warn us that our souls
those ho call themselves friends, Thelr comraceship is  product of are immortal, that they are judged, and that they suffer the severest
mutual bospitality and of nitiations into the different Mysteries, and \ishments after our separation from the body. Hence we must also
so was that of these two friends who accompanied Dion on his re- hold it a lesser evil to be victims of great wrongs and crimes than to be
turn. Their friendship was founded on such relations as these and on doers of them. The man who crams his moneybags while his SO}llﬂ b
thelr soxvices to his expedition. Having artived In Siclly, when the starves does not listen to these doctrines, or, if he does, he laughs

33¢ saw that Dion was the victim of the calumnies that were circulateg them to scorn, as he supposes, and on every side ,ruthleSSIY snatches

O A AR S like a beast whatever he hopes will provide him with food ox drink gr

he was plotting to make himself tyrant, they not only proved false to the satisfaction of that brutal and gross pleasure thf.t hasno right to g

the comrade to whom they were bound by ties of hospitality, but prac- called by a name derived from the goddess Aphrodite. He is blind an

tically assassinated him with their own hands, inasmuch as the does not see that consequences attend the abominable wickedness

stood by with arms in their hands to lend aid to the murderers. ¥ of his acts of violence, for each wrongdoing adds its w§1ght toa bﬁr
Mow I donat ignore their dishono and thelr wickedness, nor do 1 den which the sinner must drag with him, not only while be lives ﬁs

who will make for there are now and will be hereafter mar’ly others life on earth, but after he has returned to the underworld whence he ¢

b who will make it their business to repeat that strain. I do, however came—a jOu}ney unhonored and miserable altogethgr and always.
take exception, when it is said of Athens that such men are 2 blot or; Now 1 convinced Dion when I explained to him these doc,tnr}‘ﬁs
i honoxf‘ For I maintain that he is 2’60 an Athenian who refused to and others of the sort, sO that I have every reason to be angry with 1sI
e B e e el Do slayers in a certain way exactly as with Dionysius. In both cases

d, you may say, received the greatest injury.

wealth and numerous honors. His attachment to his friend had origi- ¥ y, recetved & o greatest IV,
e away Wi

and all the rest of mankin
nated not in any lowbred friendship, but in mutual participation in

For the slayers of Dion ma
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r{lakc.a justice effective, while Dionysius would not consent to put jus- forced to hasten because of the manifold and varied quarrels that are e

d tice into practice throughout his empire. He possessed great power, springing up every day among the factions, I suppose every man who
and if in his empire philosophy and political power had really been has been granted by fortune even a small measure of correct opinion
united in the same man, its glory would have shone forth among all must be aware that those who have engaged in civil war can never rest
men, Greek and barbarian, and would in itself have brought home to from their troubles until those who are victoricus cease to keep feuds
thgam the true belief, namely, that neither city nor individual can at- alive by contention and by sentencing men to exile or death, a{ld cease
tain happiness except through a life wisely conducted under the rule to execute vengeance on the opposing party. Rather, exercising self- 337
of justice, whether a man be guided by his own sense of justice or control and drawing up equitable laws, that are designed to favor them
be brought up and trained in righteous habits under the control of holy no more than the defeated party, they must make their opponents ob-

e men. In preventing this Dionysius inflicted an injury in com- serve the laws by bringing to bear two motives, shame and fear. They
parison with which I count the others slight indeed. will inspire fear because they show that they have the stronger

The slayer of Dion does not know that his action has had the same forces, shame because they are evidently stronger in resisting their
result as that of Dionysius. I am certain, as far as a man can express inclinations and in their willingness and ability to be subject to the
himself confidently in the case of a man, that if Dion had come into laws. There is no other possible means of putting an end to the mis-
power, he would never have adopted any other form of government fortunes of a city torn by faction. When cities are in that condition, b

336 thap thg following. In the first place, after he had made Syracuse, his of themselves they are wont to breed faction, enmity, hatred, mis-
native city, clean and fair, on putting an end to her slavery, and had set trust.
her up arrayed as one free, thereupon he would by all means have Those then who are on any occasion victorious must, if ever
.brought the citizens under discipline by instituting an appropriate and they come to desire peace and security, of and by themselves select
ideal system of laws. After that he would have been eager to carry out any men among the Greeks who, according to their information, are
thg .settlement of all Sicily and its liberation from the barbarians pre-eminent, men who are in the first place advanced in years, who
dgwng out some of them and subduing the rest more easily than’ possess wives and children at home and can reckon the most and the
Hieron did. Moreover, if these results had been brought about by a best and the most famous ancestors, and who own all of them suf-

b man who was just, courageous, sober, and a student of philosophy ficient property. As to their numbers, fifty such men would be enough ¢
the public would have adopted the same opinion about virtue as m for a city of ten thousand population. These men they should summon
case Dionysius had been won over, would among practically all man- from their homes with entreaties and offers of the greatest possible
kind have brought deliverance by its spread. honors. When they have got them, they should entreat and command

__ As it was, though, some divinity or some evil spirit broke loose them to draw up laws after taking an oath to give no advantage to
with lawlessness, with ungodliness, and, worst of all, with the boldness conquerors or to conquered, but equal rights to the whole city alike.
of folly—the soil in which all manner of evil to all men takes root and After the laws have been drawn up, everything hinges on this.
flourishes and later produces a fruit most bitter for those who sowed it If the conquerors make themselves more completely subject to the

¢ So folly a second time brought complete failure and disaster. Lei laws than the conquered, there will be everywhere an atmospherg c?f a
me now, however, say nothing to bring ill luck on the third attempt. security and happiness and deliverance from every trouble. If this is

Nevertheless I advise you, the friends of Dion, to imitate both his not done, do not call on me or on anyone else to join the man who re-
loyalty to his country and the temperate rule of living that he followed. ) fuses to obey my present injunctions, which indeed are akin to the
Try, however, to carry out his plans under better auspices. What his measures that Dion and I attempted jointly to carry through for the
plans were I have told you plainly. In case anyone cannot live in the good of Syracuse. These measures, however, came second. Those
Doric fashion that was the tradition of your fathers, but seeks instead measures were first which we attempted to carry out with the help of

a tolive like the slayers of Dion, in Sicilian fashion, do not call upon him Dionysius himself for the common good of all. Some fate too strong for
to aid you, and do not suppose that he can ever act loyally and right- man made havoc of our plans. This time you must try to put them into e
eously. Call upon the rest, however, to aid in the colonization of all ; effect more happily through the kindness of fate and the favor of provi-
Slcﬂy and in bringing about equality under the law, both from Sicily dence. .
itself and from the whole Peloponnesus. Have no feay of Athens either Thus far my advice and injunctions and the story of my first visit
for there exist there too men who surpass all mankind in virtue and ‘ to Dionysius. Next he who is interested may hear how reasonably and
who loathe the crimes of treacherous assassins. appropriately my second journey and voyage came about. You wﬂJ

If, however, these measures must be left il later, and you are ' remember that my account of the period of my former stay in Sicily
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338 was completed, as I have point
: , ed i
the friends and companionz of Dioxcl).m’ before 1 set forch my advice to
persulzfitgli) that accordingly I employed every means in my power to
persua Shmllcigy;;ussoto V%/?}: me go, and we finally came to an agreement
' (do so. en peace, however, was made—there wa
;}}ﬁ; ltén;e; zmaﬁolrnl)silocleya__;t was part of the agreement that DionyssiS;
nd me again, when he had made his positi
. 32 trublzz I?lgifvsee;cuirei. Meglxlw}éile he begged Dion to believe thatp ﬁ?ﬁgg
. nto exile, but had merely been sent ab
tlme.SI for }Ilny part agreed to return on these conditions. road for @
Dion tg vv:aiinarligflf: had bee(xil ];nade, he did send for me, but asked
i ' r year and begged me by all m "
Dion at this urged and entre 4 roonts 218 e
ated me to set sail, f id i
frequently reach us from Sici L e el
icily to the effect that Di i
changed and was now marvelo A b Sy
: usly devoted to philosophy—whi
plains why Dion so insistently ent e not R ant sor 16
ted me not to t d
¢ the summons. As for me, I k i to be. e e ot oo
X . , T knew to be sure that you
affected in connection with phil ool thoustt it entes
osophy; nevertheless\ th i
for the moment at least to 1}:: i s oo
. ave both Dion and Di i i
their own devices, and I incu ill wi A
28, rred the ill will of both b lyi
was an old man and that furthermore ) gt ia ot
C the present i
agreer1th the terms of our previous compzctSen rrangement did not
ext apparently Archytas paid a visit t;) Di i
ionysius. I had bef
. alv}; ggp:z;;eifsrougdht haboTut relations of hospitality and friendshii) (I))Ie':i
] : an e Tarentines and Dionysius. There were
;)itclllsrs t'?lo in Syracuse who had had some instruction from Dioz?m];le(E
philcS> Ssé;) h;tl}l\?{;s w}.';o‘ were cll;ammed with certain scraps of secondh,and
llosophy. My opinion is that these men had been tryi i
Dionysius on these matters the o Tt i T
sort of conversation that 1d i
a thorough acquaintance with m i i ow Dicnyeiog,
, y beliefs on his part. Now Di i
among other natural qualifications th .  vapable
: at would make him a ¢
fitﬁle?;n;ie;ss ee:ixtrerglely ambitious to excel. He was accordingl;p:g;
o0 be so approached and withal ashamed to have i
e come obvious that he had had no i i o in the city.
X : truction when I was in the ci
This would lead him to wish for no ici  instraction,
ould a more explicit course of instructi
and this wish would be accompani " The rea.
. oul panied by the spur of rivalry. Th -
zons fo; his receiving no instruction during my former vislivthI haf/er (13':-
Sgtfn;teh previously in th1§ present letter. At any rate when I had got
plafn}t;d ogliz I?nq hadI dﬁchl?ed his second invitation, as I have just ex-
, ysius, I think, made it absolutely a point of h
no one should ever suppose that I had a ! opinion of his na .t
: ( : poor opinion of hi
339 %lef:feﬁlclg g£ }}111.5 presentfclapability and that, havilleg also had ZorgZugz}
T is way of living, I w i i
i to vist nis o g as now in my disgust no longer
Now it is my duty to tell the truth i
and put up with the possibili
that someone may, when he hears what happened},)be conten?ptuséulsl(t)}fl
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my philosophy and give credit for intelligence to the tyrant. For Di-
onysius the third time actually sent a trireme for me in order to make
the journey easy for me. He also sent along one of the disciples of
Archytas, Archedemus, whom he thought I valued most among the
Sicilians—with others among my acquaintances in Sicily. All of these b
gave me the same account, namely, that Dionysius had made mar-
velous progress in philosophy. He also sent me a very long letter, be-

cause he knew how I'w

as situated with respect to Dion and how eager

Dion on his side was for me to set sail and go to Syracuse. He had in

fact provided his letter

with an introduction designed to fit the whole

situation. It was expressed pretty much as follows: ‘Dionysius to

Plato.” Then after the

conventional salutation without any prelimi- ¢

nary he went on at once to say, ‘If you consent and come now to Sicily,
in the first place you will have the privilege of making any arrange-
ment that suits you about Dion and his affairs. I am sure that what
suits you will be fair, and I shall agree to it. If you do not come, you

will find nothing that

affects Dion either personally or otherwise ar-

ranging itself to your liking.’ These were his words; the rest would be
long to repeat and not to the point. Letters also kept coming from d
Archytas and the Tarentines to sing the praises of Dionysius’ devotion
to philosophy and to inform me that, if I did not come now, it would
mean a complete breach of the friendly relations that I had been in-
strumental in creating between them and Dionysius, and those re-

lations were not lackin

g in political importance.

Now when I was thus urgently sent for—when my friends in

Sicily and Italy were

pulling me, while those at Athens were, you

might say, by their entreaties actually shoving me out of Athens— e
once more came the same message, that I ought not to betray either
Dion or my friends and companions in Tarentum. Besides, I knew
anyway without being told that no one need be surprised if a young
man on hearing a really great enterprise su ggested, quick to grasp the
idea, had yielded to the spell of the ideal life. It seemed accordingly
my duty to make the experiment so as to arrive at a definite conclusion

one way or the other,

ideal and of exposing my beliefs to the reproach they would deserve if
there were any truth in the reports I had received.

for I must not be guilty of betraying that very

340

So I did set out under cover of these arguments, full of fears,
as you might expect, and foreboding no very good result. At any rate

in going I found thath

ere at least it was really a case of the third to the

savior, for I was fortunately brought safely home again, For this I
have to thank Dionysius next to God, because, when many wished to
put me out of the way, he interfered and gave some place to con-

science in his dealings

with me.

When I had arrived, I thought I ought first to put it to the proof b

whether Dionysius wa
frequent reports that

s really all on fire with philosophy or whether the
had come to Athens to that effect amounted to
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' i i i their own discovery.
Tt ovow there fs an experimental method for determining the whether from my instruction or from others or by

. i ith the
truth in such cases that, far from being vulgar, is truly appropriate to Such writers can in my opinion have no ]r<e_a 1 fg q;ﬁr;;airtlci:;ﬂ shall
despots, especially those stuffed with secondhand opinions, which I subject. I certainly have comPosed no w?r trtln git i words like other
perceived, as soon as I arrived, was very much the case with Di- ever do so in future, for there is no way o Puthlergafter a long period of
onysius. One must point out to such men that the whole plan is pos- studies. Acquaintance 'Wltljl it must qom?tl‘zlf and of close companion-
¢ sible and explain what preliminary steps and how much hard work it attendance on instruction in the sub]taclt:lt :1% a leaping spark, it is gen- d
will require, for the hearer, if he is genuinely devoted to philosophy ship, when, suddenly, like a blaze kin e1f 4 stainli)n '
and is a man of God with a natural affinity and fitness for the work, erated in the soul and at once becomes ﬁe .iiuthere wegx"e to be a treatise
sees in the course marked out a path of enchantment; which he must at Besides, this at any rate I know, t .atb t T am also sure for that
once strain every nerve to follow, or die in the attempt. Thereupon he or a lecture on this subject, I could do it e'sc.h a teatise poorly writ-
braces himself and his guide to the task and does not relax his efforts matter that I should be very sorry to dsee Sliel with the tubjest in 2
until he either crowns them with final accomplishment or acquires the ten. If I thought it possible to deal la e%?i?: vzhat finer achievement
faculty of tracing his own way no longer accompanied by the path- treatise or a lecture fo.r the general pu e work of oreat benefit
d finder. When this conviction has taken possession of him, such a man would there have been in my life than i_,tot}‘l”r < to light for all men? I
passes his life in whatever occupations he may engage in, but through to mankind and to bring the nature o 1 lnag;lkin d go £ these matters a e
it all never ceases to practice philosophy and such habits of daily life do not, however, think the attempt to }.e mho are capable of discover-
as will be most effective in making him an intelligent and retentive good thing, except in the case of Somf. eiw widance Ilr)1 the case of the
student, able to reason soberly by himself. Other practices than these ing the dtruth for fgemsilgfciersl stéglleaa rttfug j%:;ti fied éontemp t in a thor-
he shuns to the end. : rest to do so would excite ; . i es, as if 342
As for those, however, who are not genuine converts to phi- oughly offensive fashion, in others certain lofty and vain hop
losophy, but have only a superficial tinge of doctrine—like the coat of they had acquired some awesome 1011{‘6' the subject at greater length,
tan that people get in the sun—as soon as they see how many subjects It has occurred to me to speak on would be clearer if 1 were to
there are to study, how much hard work they involve, and how indis- for possibly the matter I am dlsCE:SS}llnIghave often stated before, that
e pensable it is for the project to adopt a well-ordered scheme of living, do so. There is a true doctrine, v;'l ic 1d dare to write even the least
they decide that the plan is difficult if not impossible for them, and so stands in the way of the man who wou 51 am now called upon to re-
441 they really do not prove capable of practicing philosophy. Some of thing on such matters, and which it seem
them too persuade themselves that they are well enough informed al- peat.

ready on the whole subject

. : ; es of objects
and have no need of further application. For everything that exists there are three class !

i : ledge itself
This test then proves to be the surest and safest in dealing with those through which knowledge about it nili}lts}; (;C;]rgg; ?}112 1;2?1‘1";1 o%ject of b
who are self-indulgent and incapable of continued hard work, since is a fourth, az?d we must put «'iis a We have then first, a name, sec-
they throw the hlame not on their guide but on their own inability to knowledge which is the true reality. defourth a knowl e’dge of the ob-
follow out in detail the course of training subsidiary to the project. ond, a description, third, an image, an O meaning of
The instruction that I gave to Dionysius was accordingly given ject. Take a Parncglar case if you};/vatr}lleo to every object in the same
IR SIS SLiCl du view. I verwainiy Gid not set forth to him all my doc- what I have just said; then a.PPlly the call:c}l, a circle. the name of which
b trines, nor did Dionysius ask me to, for he pretended to know many of way. There is something for 1nstan(;:eln the second ’place there is a de-
the most important points already and to be adequately grounded in is the very wprd I just now uttered. f nouns and verbal expressions.
them by means of the secondhand interpretations he had got from the scription o{ 1tt hwhcllzlslcﬁpgﬁ)rgpg’fsihac; which is named round and cir-
others. For example the § . ing which has
I'hear too that he has since written on the subjects in which I in- cumference and circle woul% run as iftzug:t,]s:éniﬁ?esth:m% ts centor. ¢
structed him at that time, as if he were composing a handbook of his everywhere equal dlsta'mces 1etwe(;no Diact which is drawn and erased
own which differed entirely from the instruction he received. Of this I In the third place there is the class Oed -]_ ocesses which do not affect
know nothing. I do know, however, that some others have written on . and turned on the lathe and dest;oy circl%s are all related, because it
these same subjects, but who they are they know not themselves. One the real circle to which thesile Oft erth Jace there are knowledge and
statement at any rate I can make in regard to all who have written or is different .from them. In t e four corlfcerning them. all of which we
¢ who may write with a claim to knowledge of the subjects to which I understanding and correct opinion )

i i is found not in sounds nor in
devote myself-—no matter how they pretend to have acquired it, must set down as one thing more that is fou
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ve skill in confutation k
shapes of bodies, but in minds, whereby it evidently differs in its na- among those fvgig ala?iience think that the man who was ﬁrfst t;)l il;le; .
ture from the real circle and from the aforementioned three. Of all makes most 0 wer has no acquaintance with the matters c};l ‘tN'tlis o
d these four, understanding approaches nearest in affinity and likeness or write or ansh r speak. Sometimes they are unaware tha 1h e
to the fifth entity, while the others are more remote from it. attempts to write O.telr) or speaker that fails in the test, but rﬁ"é ertion
The same doctrine holds good in regard to shapes and surfaces, the mind of the ;v?lr__smce that is naturally defective. Consl erather .
both straight and curved, in regard to the good and the beautiful and character of Eher (i)n turn—moving up and down from one to 2?& ally
the just, in regard to all bodies artificial and natural, in regard to fire of all of the ouk wledge of a naturally flawless ob]et::t inan al
and water and the like, and in regard to every animal, and in regard —barely begetlsf ;1 c:nan is naturally defective——anc.l this is thc;a tna:;/l}!;at
to every quality of character, and in respect to all states active and flawless man. le’s minds with regard to intelligence an ch i 344
e passive. For if in the case of any of these a man does not somehow or state of most PaiOP while the objects he inspects are tainted wi
other get hold of the first four, he will never gain a complete under- are callpd m01; e:; Lynceus could make such a one see. 4 a good
standing of the fifth. Furthermore these four [names, descriptions, perfection, noit all up in one word, natural intelligence :;u:; ! in%orn
bodily forms, concepts] do as much to illustrate the particular quality To sum equally powerless to aid the man who has nothere A
of any object as they do to illustrate its essential reality because of the memory ar.eh qthe subject. Without such endowments atural ap-
343 inadequacy of language. Hence no intelligent man will ever be so affinity Wit lightest possibility. Hence all who have non le ideals
bold as to put into language those things which his reason has con- course not thedS a%ﬁnity with justice and all the other noble 1 )
templated, especially not into a form that is unalterable—which titude for an

i igent and
the study of other matters they may be both intellig
must be the case with what is expressed in written symbols.

- though in

- have affinity but are stupid and‘unre
Again, however, the meaning of what has just been said must be r"‘tel,mve_al}ll thﬁls enégzrﬁl:;; of them attain to an understandn&g gﬁ .
explained. Every circle that is drawn or turned on a lathe in actual tentive—suc vi]ete truth in regard to moral concepts. Th}tla ft:; f};_lse
operations abounds in the opposite of the fifth entity, for it everywhere ﬂ}e most comp must be accompanied by an inquiry 1nto w ¢ nstant
touches the straight, while the real circle, I maintain, contains in it- virtue and fVlCe. stence in general and must be carried on by COHaIdly
self neither much nor little of the opposite character, Names, I main- and true 0 emhout a long period, as said in the beglngll}g- bs and
b tain, are in no case stable. Nothing prevents the things that are now practice thFo}Jg detailed comparisons of names ?.nd defini lobeneVO-
called round from being called straight and the straight round, and after praCth:l}Illg sense perceptions, after scrutinizing them. 1n1 usy, at
those who have transposed the names and use them in the opposite wsual. and °t. erb the use of question and answer without ]eg.c:i Z’s it
way will find them no less stable than they are now. The same thing lent thPutatl}c:nun}:ierstanding of each blazes up, and Qheﬂmléled with
for that matter is true of a description, since it consists of nouns and last in a flas wers to the Limit of human capacity, is 100
of verbal expressions, so that in a description there is nowhere any e'xerts all its po . iting about ¢
sure ground that is sure enough. One might, however, speak for- light. ; son no serious man will ever think of writing ot
ever about the inaccurate character of each of the four! The im- ; ) For thllis .reafor the'general public so as to make them ?rcl))m ¥his
portant thing is that, as I said a little earlier, there are two things, the serious rea m;:xit In a word, it is an inevitable conclusion e ether
essential reality and the particular quality, and when the mind is in / envy and perp one Zées anywhere the written work of anyone,me other
¢ quest of knowledge not of the particular but of the essential, each of that whenlany ver in his laws or whatever it may be in so
the four confronts the mind with the unsought particular, whether in , that of a lawgl

i i oncern—
he subject treated cannot have beqn his most.serlqu:e(; oneen
form., t 'e he '] himself a serious man. His most serious 11; e vity
ot o 1fdhe 1Smewhere in the noblest region of the field o 1stters anci
;}fle;foa\f:vei s?le really was seriously cont}:len;z% swl‘;ﬁtﬁrfcs)stgsa e A
; in writing, ° 1y’ not the ,
put them in writing, then sure

verbal or in bodily form. Each of the four makes the reality that is
expressed in words or illustrated in objects liable to easy refutation
by the evidence of the senses. The result of this is to make practically
every man a prey to complete perplexity and uncertainty,

Now in cases where as a result of bad training we are not even

A : its.” ! . de-
accustomed to look for the real essence of anything but are satisfied to terly blasteC}1 gllslav.:ltfsoﬂowed my account of the reallg’ &1:3 ?)ficg:;sius
accept what confronts us in the phenomenal presentations, we are not ‘ . 'Onefwm it will be assured of the fact that, W le ¢ nature, or

d rendered ridiculous by each other—the examined by the examiners, 4 viations B anything on the first and highest principies o ’
who have the ability to handle the four with dexterity and to subject 1 has written any :

them to examination. In those cases, however, where we demand an-
swers and proofs in regard to the fifth entity, anyone who pleases

11liad 7.360, 12234
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that case will anyone consent to take me as a passenger, setting forth,
as I must, from the house of Dionysius?’

Besides my other difficulties, I was living in the garden belonging
to the palace, so that even the porter would refuse to let me out unless
an order were sent him from Dionysius. ‘

‘If, though, I wait over the year, I shall be able to write to Dion
and let him know my situation and the state of my plans. If, on the
other hand, Dionysius does carry out any of his promises, my achieve-
ments will not be altogether ridiculous, for probably Dion’s property
amounts to at least one hundred talents, if rightly estimated. On the
other hand if the elements of discord now apparent develop as they
probably will, I am at a loss what to do with myself, but in spite of
that I suppose I must hold out at least another year and try to ex-
pose Dionysius’ schemes by actual test.’

Having come to this conclusion, I told Dionysius on the next day
that I had decided to remain. ‘However,’ said I, ‘I beg you not to sup-
pose that I have authority over Dion, but to join me in dispatching
letters to him to explain the decision that we have just come to and to
ask him whether he is satisfied with it. If he is not, but wishes to make
some other proposal, let him write at once. You meanwhile must
take no further action about his affairs.” Such were our words, such
was our agreement, pretty much as I have just stated it.

So the ships now set sail, and it was no longer possible for me to
travel, when Dionysius suggested to me that half the property should
be Dion’s and half his son’s. He promised to sell it and to give me
half the sum realized to take to Dion, and to retain the other half in
Sicily for the boy, since this was really the fairest arrangement. I was
amazed at the proposal and thought it most absurd to dispute further.
Nevertheless I said that we ought to wait for the letter from Dion and
then send these proposals back to him. He, however, immediately
afterward in a very headstrong way sold all of Dion’s property, choos-
ing his own place and arrangements and buyers, and never uttered a
sound to me about it at all. I for my part likewise had no further con-
versation with him about Dion’s affairs, since I thought there was noth-
ing to be gained.

Up to this point I had in this way taken the part of philosophy
and of my friends, but from then on Dionysius and I lived, I looking
out like a bird that wants to fly away, he engaged in devising a way of
frightening me off without paying me any of Dion’s money. Just the
same we called ourselves friends before all Sicily.

Now Dionysius attempted to decrease the pay of the more el-
derly of the mercenaries, contrary to his father’s practice, and the sol-
diers, infuriated by this, gathered in a throng and said they would
not allow it. Dionysius then attempted to force them to yield by
closing the gates of the acropolis, but they at once burst into a sort of
barbaric war song and rushed at the walls. Dionysius, terror-stricken
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at this, granted everything and more besides to the peltasts then col-
lected there.

Now a report quickly spread that Heraclides was to blame for all
this, and he, getting wind of the report, took him.self off and disap-
peared. Dionysius then sought to capture him. Being at a loss, how-

ever, he summoned Theodotes to the garden, where I happened to be ¢

strolling at the time. The rest of their conversation I have no k.nowl-
edge of and did not hear, but what Theodotes said to Dionysius in my
presence I know and remember. ) ' ] I
“Plato,” he said, I am trying to persuade Dionysius here, in case
am able to bring Heraclides to this place to talk with us about the
charges that are now being made, to accept my proposal that, if it
seems undesirable for Heraclides to live in Sicily, he be allowed to take

his wife and son and emigrate to the Peloponnesus and live there, not 4

; : . L . . I have
harming Dionysius and receiving the income frqm his property.

for thatt:g matter already sent for him and I will send for 'h1m now

again. He may appear in answer to my former summons or in answer

to the present one. In any case I beg and beseech Dionysius, if anyone

finds Heraclides, whether in the country or here in t}}e city, to let' no

harm befall him except to leave the country until Dionysius decides

otherwise. Do you agree to this?’ said he, speaking to Dionystus.

1 do,’ said he, ‘and if he appears at your house he will suffer no
harm beyond what you have just mentioned.’ )

NO\}:V on the afternoon of the next day Eurybius and Theodotes
hastily approached me in a state of the greatest alarm :}nd Theodotes
asked me, ‘Plato, were you present yesterday wlzen Dionysius made
the agreement with you and me about Heraclides?

‘Of course, said L. '

‘At this moment though,” said he, ‘there are peltasts scouring the
country in quest of Heraclides, and he must ‘tze somewhere about. Do
by all means,’ said he, ‘go with us to Dionysius. ' .

d So we set out and entered the presence of Dionysius. Tl'le ot‘her
two then stood silently weeping, while I spoke. ‘Thgse men, _sa1d 1, ‘are
afraid you may take some step in regard to Heraclides that is contrary
to the agreement you made yesterday. I think he has been seen mak-
ing his way in this direction.’ '

; Wheg he heard this he blazed up and turned every kind of color
that an angry man would. ' '

Theodo¥es fell at his feet and, seizing him by the hand, burst
into tears and besought him to do no such thing. I broke in ar}d com-
forted him with the words, ‘Courage, Theodotes, for Dlonysms will
never go so far as to break the agreement of yesterday by doing other-
wise.” R

And Dionysius gave me a Very tyrannical look and said, With

u 1 made no agreement either great or small’ ‘ '
¥ ‘By the godgsr,’ said I, ‘you did, not to do the very thing that this

-]
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o 5 i willing, ‘but
man is now begging you not to do.” And when I had said this, I turned In reply I bade him invite my friends, 1f tti}é:i’l wfecffced megto be-
my back and went oit. as for myself,’ said I, ‘you and the other;prfalgion s}i’us and a partaker

Thereupon he kept his men on the trail of Heraclides, but Theo- come a guest at the ta'ble and at t};fkhfartltmg bt bezause of the false re-
¢ dotes sent word to him by messengers to make his escape. Dionysius in sacred rites with him. He very he YI wasgleagued with you in a plot
then dispatched Tisias with peltasts and orders to pursue him. Hera- ports that many were circulating that d vet he scrupled to put me to d
clides, however, it was said, gained the Carthaginian domain a small against him and his government, an Yc ely of an age to help anyone
part of a day ahead of them and so escaped. death. For one thing, then, [ am now ;ca‘fe ir? o common friend, in
After this Dionysius concluded that the old plot afforded a plau- in making war, and for .another you é‘ with each other and want to
sible ground for quarreling with me so as not to pay over Dion’s case you ever feel a desire to be friends o o ovil, invite others.
d money. First he dismissed me from the acropolis, having found a pre- accomplish some good. As long as Ygu ar s and misfo rtunes in Sicily.
text that the women had to celebrate some ten-day festival in the gar- This 1 said in detestation of my wan .erlnri offers of mediation they
den where I was living. So he ordered me to stay during this period By declining instead of acce.p;mg ysthat have now come upon
outside in the house of Archedemus. While I was there Theodotes brought upon themselvgs all the mis ortuglebilit would ever have oc-
sent for me and expressed a good deal of resentment and criticism of them. None of these, in al'l human pro ta Digr,l o had become corm- &
Dionysius for his recent behavior. When Dionysius heard that I had curred if Dionysius had Pald the moneyldo a1 could easily have
visited Theodotes, he found here again a new pretext, akin to the for- pletely reconciled to .hlm, : for I 1\(Nou ach other have everywhere
e mer, for quarreling with me, and sent someone to ask me whether I restrained Dion. As it is, their attacks on

really had a meeting with Theodotes when he sent for me.

brought a flood of misfortune.
‘Certainly,’ said L.

Yet Dion’s policy was the same, I should say, as my own or 351

, i e exercise of
‘In that case,’ said the messenger, ‘he bade me tell you that you by any other decent mans ought 50 ibe’hi;l ;:,gnai:(iit;o r::};m ely, by con-
no means do well always to prefer Dion and Dion’s friends to him.’ power by himself and his friends in for himself the greatest power
After these words he never again sent for me to come to his ferring benﬁﬁts }v;)n the city to acquire 10
house, since it was now plain that I was a friend of Theodotes and and the highest honors. : and his com-
Heraclides and an enem}IIJ to him. He thought too that I was disaf- By this I do npt m_ea.n the man who %ik:;glggflzlfm?g conspira-
fected because Dion’s property was being altogether dissipated. panions and his city I'}Ch by forgnng ;13 to rule himself, a weakling
350 So after this I lived outside the acropolis among the mercenaries. tors—some man w}}o is poor and una > oo death all those who own b
Here there came to me among others those serving in the crews who enslaved to his desires—who ne:ﬂ: pu Yunders their possessions and
were from Athens, and so fellow citizens of mine, and reported that I property—such he terms foes—then I;ls Mever to lay it at his door, if
was unpopular among the peltasts, and that some of them threatened exhorts his accomplices and compamoh man who is honored because
to make an end of me, if ever they caught me. I somehow, however, they say they are poor. N'or dol me?«;l tt ¢ to the people by decrees the
contrived the following way of escape. I sent to Archytas and to my of such a service to his city as distrl hu lrslgh ead of a great city that has
other friends at Tarentum, telling them the situation in which I found property of the few, nor the man w. odldistributes unjustly to his own
myself. They discovered some pretext for an embassy from the city dominion over many smaller ones, anh terms neither Dion nor anyone ¢
b and sent Lamiscus, who was one of their number, with a thirty-oared city the property of the others, On suc e at a power baleful to
vessel, When he arrived, he entreated Dionysius on my behalf, say- else will ever, so far as he acts voéunta I-}I]:e 2 ill aim at a republic and
ing that I wanted to depart and urging him not to refuse. Dionysius himself and to his race forever an ever.ithout resorting in the least to
granted his request and sent me off with an allowance of money for at instituting the best and justest laws w

my traveling expenses. As for Dion’s property, neither was there any

executions and bloodshed.
further demand for it on my part nor was it restored.

Now while Dion was in the act of achieving this, having chosen to

i — h he took
When I arrived at Olympia in the Peloponnesus, I found Dion be the victim of crimes rather than :ﬁglmli';lﬂs‘;ﬁ Otfh?ﬁ% he stum-
in attendance at the festival and reported what had happened. He, precautions against suc;h atte}liPtS_t over his enemies. Nor is it
¢ having called Zeus to witness, at once issued a summons to me and bled at the very summit of his mai1 ery Soaling with wicked men, d
my friends and companions to make preparations for taking ven- strange that he did, for while a goo dxpan neral never be completely
geance on Dionysius. From us vengeance was due for the crime of a man sober and sane of mind, woul i]n geen ot it would not be sur-
deluding a guest, so Dion said and believed, from him for unjust ex- deceived in estimating the souls of such men, ¥
pulsion and exile.

prising if he were caught napping like a good helmsman, who might
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LETTER VIII

b To T;{E‘ﬁRIENDS AND COMPANIONS OF DION, Prosperity
will try to describe to you as well as I can the policy that you

¢ :ﬁ gc;ﬁ ;Zpgcl:;illyt, but also in the second Place to all at Syracuse, and in
€ 10 your enemies and foes, with the exception.
_ene : R ception of an
K]}éo S};al\}rle {)e}'petrated Impilous crimes. Such deeds are }?ast redeem}-,
; stains no one ¢ i

) an ever cleanse. Consider now what I have to
Sici Now that the despotic power has been overthrown throughout all
e Ly, you are at odds oply on one issue. On one side are those who
Sire to restore the empire once more, on the other those who wish to

see glaring instances of that sort of thing. You have on the spot i
Sicily an object lesson in the recent course of events. You havs se]hn
how the two parties tried respectively to inflict injuries and to aveneg
e them, and you need only tell the tale to others to give on each .
casion adequate instruction on that point. You need hardly be af (;

LETTERS: VIII 1599

One might as well resort to prayer as advise anything of the sort, or

attempt to speak of it. Well, let us actually resort to a sort of prayer, 353

for we should always appeal to the gods when we set about speaking or
reflecting—a prayer, though, that I hope will find fulfillment.

Here is the message that our prayer indicates to us. There is one
family that has for the most part ever since the war began supplied
commanders to you and to your enemies. That family was at one
time put in command by your fathers, when they were reduced to
utter helplessness—at that moment, I mean, when Greek Sicily was
in the greatest danger of being laid waste by the Carthaginians and
so reverting altogether to barbarism. Under those circumstances two
men were elected—Dionysius, who was young and warlike, to super-
intend the military activity for which he was fitted, and Hipparinus
to be an older adviser. They were given the title of supreme com-
manders in defense of Sicily, in other words, tyrants. Now you may
attribute the deliverance of Sicily to a special providence, that is, to
God, or to the superior qualities of the rulers, or to the combined op-
eration of these two causes assisted by the action of the citizens of
those days; be it as you choose to suppose. At any rate that was the
way in which deliverance was brought to the men of that time. Now
after such achievements it was perhaps just that all should be grate-
ful to their saviors. If, however, the despatic power has since that time
wrongly misused the city’s gift, for this the penalty is partly paid,
partly still to pay. Yes, but what just penalty is there that can be en-
forced in their present situation? If it were possible for you to escape
from them easily with no great danger or hardship, or for them to seize
the government again without difficulty, in that case it would also be
impossible for me to give you the advice that I am going to give.

The actual state of affairs being what it is, you must bear in mind
on both sides and keep recalling how many times, first in one camp
then in the other, you have had great expectations and have supposed
again and again that now only some little thing stood between you and
complete success. Above all be mindful that in each case that little
thing turns out to be a source of woes unnumbered; no goal is ever
reached, but to the supposed end of the old is linked again and again
the budding of a fresh beginning—a vicious circle that threatens to
involve both parties, that of the tyrant and that of the people, in total
destruction. You are face to face with the probability—may God
avert it—that the Greek tongue will be all but silenced throughout the
whole of Sicily, for that island will have come under the domination
and have passed into the hands of Phoenicians or Opici. Hence it be-
hooves every Greek to throw himself into the task of preventing this
catastrophe. If anyone else has a more suitable and a better remedy
than the one I am going to suggest, he need only bring it forward to
deserve richly the title, Friend of Hellas. My own view at the moment
I will try to make clear with all frankness on a basis of impartial

o
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