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PREFACE

This study is the revised version of my doctoral thesis under the
supervision of Dr P. Maurice Casey at the University of Notting-
ham, 1983-9. It was undertaken part-time during my ordination
training and curacy, being finished after my appointment as
Lazenby Chaplain to the University of Exeter. It has affected all my
relationships and everyone I know ought to be thanked. I am
grateful for the assistance of staff members and library facilities of
St John’s College, Nottingham, the Universities of Oxford, Not-
tingham and Exeter, King’s College, London, St George’s College,
Jerusalem and Bromley Reference Library. Computing assistance
was given by Lou Barnard of the Oxford University Computing
Service Text Archive and by Project Pallas, University of Exeter.
The support and encouragement of the Rt Revd David Say, Lord
Bishop of Rochester, the Revd Canon Michael Beek, my vicar at
Bromley Parish Church and the Vice-Chancellor and Lazenby
Trust of Exeter University have been vital in ensuring the com-
pletion of this work. I wish to thank the Advisory Council for the
Church’s Ministry, the Dioceses of Rochester and Exeter, the
Universities of Nottingham and Exeter, and the Bishop Henry
Phillpotts Trust for financial assistance.

Papers about my research were given to the following: the
University of Nottingham Theology Department Staff and Post-
graduate Seminar, 27 November 1984; the ‘Creating Theologians’
Conference, St John’s College, Nottingham, 19 July 1985; the
British New Testament Conference, King’s College, London, 20
September 1986; Rochester Diocese Clergy Study Day, 24 March
1987; the University of Exeter Classics Department Staff Research
Seminar, 13 May 1988; Tavistock Deanery Chapter, 10 November
1988; the Hooker Group, Exeter, 16 March 1989: Christianity
Deanery Chapter, 6 June 1990. I am grateful to all who participated
for their comments and questions. In particular, I would like to

X

Preface xi
thank those who have read parts of this study for their helpful
comments: Dr Maurice Casey, my supervisor; Dr Stephen Travis
and Dr Andrew Lincoln of St John'’s College for their encourage-
ment, particularly in the initial years, and Professor David Catchpole
of the University of Exeter for his support more recently; and Dr
Joseph Geiger of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem’ for his
encouragement during my stay there in summer 1986 Particular
mention must be made of Dr Christopher Pelling of University
College., Oxford who tutored me through my first degree in Literge
Hymamlores and who has been very helpful with the classical side of
this thesis. The thesis was examined by Professor Graham Stanton
and Dr John Muddiman on 1 November 1989, and I am especially
gFatefgl to Professor David Aune of St Xavier College, Chicago for
his written comments recommending it for the SNTS Monograph
Series; Professor Stanton has been both patient and helpful dttJlrin
the revision. ‘ &
Finally, my family have suffered the side-effects of postgraduate
stqu. I'am grateful to my parents and my mother-in-law for all
their love, and to my daughters, Rebecca Sian and Sarah Bethan
who may haye delayed the work by being born during its much’
longer gestation but who have so greatlv enriched my life. I owe a
debt greater than I can say to my wife, Sve, for all that she has done
and has been throughout this entire pcriod, and 1 dedicate this

;vgogrok to her in thanks on our Wedding Anniversary, 1 September
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