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The Definition — 171t

"Ifr‘agcc:dy is a representation [mimésis] of a serious, complete action that has e lee
\ maghitude, in _embellished speech, with each of its elements [used] separately in ~ ~77™ | -
the [various] parts [of the play]; [represented] by people acting, and not by e 48
A's narration; [this mimésis] brings about, through pity and fear, the katharsis
p~1r | of such pathémata [tén ton toioutdn pathématdn katharsin].’ Poetics 6 (1449b 24~
Y 28); adapted from Richard Janko, Aristotle: Poetics I (Indianapolis: Hackett 1987)
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1. The meamng of pathéma in the phrase pathematén katharsin
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3. The Semantic Field of the ‘/katha(z)r- Family .
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4. The meaning of toioutén (‘such’) in the phrase tén toioutén pathématén (‘of such
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5. The nature of the genitive pathématén
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The Department of Classics
University of Washington

cordially invites you to a talk on

"What Did Aristotle Mean
By Catharsis”

by
John Kirby

'Purdue University

Friday, October 31, 1997
Denny Hall 216 / 3:00

John Kirby is Associate Professor of Classics and Comparative Literature,
and Chair of the Program in Comparative Literature, at Purdue University.
His publications embrace classical rhetorical and poetic theory, metrics,
textual issues, and areas of current literary theory, particularly semiotics,
narratology and reader-response. He is the author of The Rhetoric of
Cicero’s Pro Cluentio (Amsterdam 1990), and the editor of two forthcoming
collections, The Comparative Reader and Landmark Essays on Ciceronian
Rhetoric.

Prof. Kirby’s week-long visit to the University of Washington is co-
sponsored by the Department of Classics and the Department of Speech
Communication.

To request disability accommodations, contact the Office of the ADA Coordinator, at least
ten days in advance of the event: 543-6452 (voice); 543-6452 ('I'DD), 685-3885 (FAX);
access@u.washington.edu (e-mail).
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