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capture o ‘l‘my Diomedes returnied o Arsos, accused fus wile ot
mfidelities and lete for Calydon n Actoha. ‘There he slew Agrius and
his children and handed the throne to Oencus, his grandfather. He then
set out to return to Argos, but was carried by a storm futo the lonian
Sca. When Daunius, kiug of the Daunians, heard of his arrival, he
requested him to help him in his war against the Messapians, promising
himy n return a share 1 his land and his danghter’s hand in marriage.
Diomedes accepted, drew up his troops, routed the Messapians, and
received the grant of land which he distributed among his companions
the Dorlans. He had two sons, Diomedes and Amphinomus by
Daunius’ daugliter. He died of old age in the country of the Daunians
and the Dorians celebrated the last rites in his honour in the island
which they called the island of Diomedes. As for them they cultivated
the land they had received alongside that of the king and, through their
great experience in agricultural matters, produced rich crops. When
Daunius dicd they succumbed to the plots of the llyrian barbarians,
who after casting covetous eyes on their land surprised and slew all the
Dorians in their island while they were engaged in offering funeral
sacrifices. At Zeus' command the bodies of the Greeks disappeared and
their souls were changed into birds. Even today whenever a Greek
ship puts into harbour the birds come and greet it, but fly from an
Hlyrian ship and all disappear from the islaind.”

Aclian* describes the same phenomenon: “There is an island called
Diomedeia, which is inhabited by many “herons”. These, they say,
neither harm the barbarians nor approach them. But if a Greck ship
puts in they approach in accordance with some divine privilege, joining
wings like hands to welcome and embrace the newcomers. And if the
Greeks touch them they do not withdraw, but display no fear and
suffer it and when they sit down fly into their lap, as though invited to
dine. They are said to be the companions of Diomedes and to have
taken part with him in the war against Troy and though they changed
their original appearance to that of birds, yet retain their Greek nature
and love of Greece.’

Tereus, Procne and Philomela

Onc of the strangest of all Greek myths concerns Tereus. Many ver-
sions were current in ancient times, but the basic story is given by the
mythographer Apollodorus:®® ‘Pandion (who succeeded Erichthonius
as king of Athens) married Zeuxippe, daughter of his mother’s sister
and begat Proenc and Philomela and the twins Erechtheus and Butes.
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When war broke out agamst Labdacos, through o borde dispute, he
summoned the aid of Tercus, son of Ares, from Thrace. 'The outconme
being successful he gave Tereus his daughter Procne to wife. Tereus
had by her a son Itys, but fell in love with Philomela, raped her and
pretending that Procne had dicd lid her iy the country. He then
married Philomela and cut out her tongue. But she wove letters on a
robe and by this means apprised Procne of her own misfortuncs.
Procne sought out her sister and after murdering leys, boiled him and
served him up for Tercus to cat. She then decamped with her sister.
When Tereus learned what had happened he snatched up an axe and
pursued them. The pair were overtaken at Daulia in Phocis and prayed
to the gods to change them into birds. Whercupon Procne became a
nightingale and Philomela a swallow. Tercus too was changed into a
bird and became a hoopoc.”

The peculiar savagery of the myth is intriguing, though cannibal
feasts occur clsewhere in Greek myth.!$ That there was some historical
foundation for the story scems possible since Thucydides!'” took it
seriously, making the point that Daulis was formerly inhabited by
Thracians. He also appears to have known about the myth of the bird
transformations since he observes that the pocts “called the nightingale
the Daulian bird’.

The story was clearly very old since it was known to Homer,!8
Hesiod!® and Sappho,?® while Sophocles®! wrote a play called Tereus,
of which a fragment is preserved by Aristotle (who attributes it in
error to Aeschylus).

“This bird the hoopoe, as witness to his crimes, he has given dappled
plumage and has revealed the proud bird of the rocks in all his panoply;
who when spring comes displays the wing of a hawk with white
plumage. For he will present two forms in youth and maturity, though
the issuc of one womb. When autumn returns ac the dime when the
corn turns yellow a dappled wing will clothe him anew. But cver
moved by hate he will depart for another home, and will go away
towards forests and lonely peaks.”

The reference to Tereus’ twy-form as a hawk in youth and later a
hoopoe is obscure, but the hoopoc’s preference for remote places is
attributed, in true Greek fashion, to Tereus  consciousness of crime
(and hatred of women) and desire to hide from men’s eyes. Aeschylus?
also, in the Suppliant Maidens, suggests that the hoopoe (like the cuckoo)
became a hawk, a version followed by the Roman mythographer
Hyginus.?
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At some stage and lwy sotneone uinknown the mane Lwittering ol the
swallow as it it had lost its tougue, the nightingale’s song ~ Tru, itu
and the cry of the hoopoe - ‘pou-pou’ - where, where? were cxplained
by this fable. Such at lcast was Pausanias™! view, according to whom
Tereus comnitted suicide at Megara, where the hoopoe first appeared,
while Procne and Philounela died of grict at Athens. For some reason
the Romau poets® reversed the roles of Procne and Philomela, so that
the former became the swallow and the latter the nightingale, instead of
vice versa.

Antoninus’® curious account of the Tercus myth will be discussed in
the next chapter. His versions are of special interest sinee many of them
derive from the Ornithogonia — Generation of Birds — by a certain
Boios, known to the antiquarian Philochorus (fourth—third century
¢) who apparently adopted this sobriquet from a traditional Delphic
prophetess of uncertain date called Boio.*?

Hawk

Hicrax?® was a pious Thracian, who, when the Teucrians were visited
by a famine and ravaged by a sca-monster sent by Poscidon, supplied
them with food. This further angered the god, who had punished the
Teucrians for forgetting to sacrifice to him, and he changed Hierax into
a hawk. So hencefortl lie became as hateful to other birds as he had
formerly been popular with men. The myth is plainly actiological,
explaining the emnity between birds and the hawk.

Lanunergeyer

Similrly Aigypios®® was renowned for picty and fell in love with a
widow called Timandra. Timandra’s son Neophron objected to the
liaison and made Aigypios’ mother Boulis his muistress in revenge.
When Aigypios came to visit Timandra he succeeded by a stratagem
in substituting Boulis and so caused Aigypios to commit incest. When
Boulis discovered the deception she seized a sword to blind her son be-
fore committing suicide. Zeus in pity transformed all the victims into
birds. Aigypios became a lammergeyer, Neophron an Egyptian
vitlture and Boulis a sca-bird, destined to live on the eyes of fish, birds
or snakes, while Timandra became a nightjar. From that time forth
these birds were never seen together. The myth is also actiological and
borrows from the tragedy of Oedipus.
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Eagle

The myth of the pious man cecurs in that of Periphas,3 who was so
highly revered that men raised temples in his hionour. Zeus destroyed
the temples with a thunder-bolt, but Apollo interceded on Periphas’
behalf. Zeus surprised Periphas making love to his wife and changed
him into an cagle. His wife begged to suffer a similar fate and was duly
changed into a lammergeyer (phene). In return for his picty Periphas
was made king of all the birds and granted the privilege of approaching
Zcus’ throne. The eagle was naturally associated with kings and, ac-
cording to Plato,®* Agamemnon chose to be reincarnated as an cagle,
while the philosopher’s own tombstone was crowned with an cagle®?
(sce chap. xxm).

Heron, Wagtail, Linnet, Bittern, Lark, Goldfinch, Spoonbill®

Autonous, son of Meclancus, married Hippodamia and their childven
were called Erodios, Anthos, Schoincus, Akanthos and Akanthis (the
first two were names for herons, while Schoineus meant Rushman,
Akanthos and Akanthis Thorn and Thornette). He kept horses but his
land was barren and covered with rushes, bogs and thorns, lience the
curious names which he chose for liis children. Erodios, the cldest, was
fond of horses, but when Anthos drove them out of their favourite
pasture they attacked and ate him, while his mother struggled in-
cffectually to save him and his father, accompanicd by a slave, came to
the rescue too late. In pity Zeus transformed them all into birds.
Autonous became a bittern, because he licsitated (a play on the word
oknos which mecans sloth), his wifc became a lark, because she struggled
to save her son (a play on korydos and koryssomai to equip oneself for
battle) Anthos and Erodios became different kinds of herons, while
Rushman became a wagtail, Thorn a linnet and Thornette a goldfinch.
Anthos’ slave, who had arrived too late with his master, became a
spoonbill (?) described as ‘smaller than the heron’.

Dabchick, Wryneck, Kestrel, Greenfuich, Goldfinch, Ortolan, Duck,
Spotted Woodpecker, Dracontis®

The origin of other birds (in this instance derived not from Boios but
from a work on Metaniorphoses by the learned Hellenistic poet Nicander)
were explained by similar myths, e.g. when Zeus married Mnemosyne
and became the father of the nine Muses the nine daughters of King
Pieros of Emathia (the Muses” home waus in Pieria) became their rivals
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